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High School Choir
Primer

Introduction to score reading
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This space separates the staff systems. You can identify separate systems by the brackets on
the left side of each system. See that when you get to the end of your staff in one system, you
8o to the same staff on the next system. For example, the soprano part is the top line of every
system.
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Treble Clef Time Signature Quarter Rest
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Quarter Notes get 1 beat in 4/4 time


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1oSceT7380JVo6i-yOgrbZu1AfB4YXH_a/preview

Half Notes get 2 beats in 4/4 time


https://docs.google.com/file/d/193mYvndu7-GMkZdpz-TL5ERQTAORw0RL/preview

Whole Notes get 4 beats in 4/4 time


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Td_L2-NKu2HcsfzAT4aB-WiSPuRatvNG/preview

An example with all of these note values


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1vzipF4ZlYoYZo7NlWTlO5Fojcf_odY5w/preview
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You'll learn more about key
signatures in future lessons!
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Legato means to sing or play notes in a smooth and

connected manner.
Legato is shown in music with either the word “legato” or

a curved line called a slur.

Staccato means to sing or play notes with separation

between them.
Staccato is shown in music using a dot above or below a

notehead.
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